
A Message from the Catholic Women’s League at St. Teresa of Avila Parish 
 
In 1951 His Excellency Bishop Ryan, requested that all parishes whose women were not formed 
under the banner of The Catholic Women’s League, take steps to do so.  On Monday, 
January 28, 1952, thirty-seven women signed Charter #1461 and The Catholic Women’s League 
was founded at St. Teresa’s Parish. 

 
In the past 65 years, the women of this Council have been very active.  They have served this parish as choir 
members, children’s liturgy teachers, Internal & External Eucharistic Ministers, Hospitality Ministers, Lectors, 
commentators, decorators, and cleaning crews, to name a few.  They have hosted many Mother’s Day teas, card 
parties, receptions for special parish activities and Confirmation classes, presented gifts to the First Communion 
classes, hosted birthday parties for the residents at Chartwell Elmira Retirement Residence (formerly Chateau 
Gardens), participated in World Day of Prayer with the other faith communities in Elmira, volunteered at Blood 
Donor Clinics in Elmira and distributed the book “Rediscover Catholicism” by Matthew Kelly to the parish.  
They have raised money for charity, within their community at large and their parish community. 
 
When this council held their Quilt raffle, the money raised would always go to purchase something for the 
church.  For example, the Mary vestment and other vestments were purchased with money raised by this 
Council.  The Council took the initiative to spearhead the ordering and purchase of new chairs & tables for our 
parish hall.  The 50th anniversary project in 2002, was the restoration of two of the original stained glass 
windows from the old church, and the installation into the two large windows in the hall. 
 
The women of St. Teresa of Avila Council may be a small part of the 9100+ members in the 100 Councils in the 
Hamilton Diocese, but they have definitely made a difference in our parish.  There are over 96,500 members 
across Canada and over 53,000 members in the Province of Ontario. 
 
National and Provincial Councils meet regularly with government to discuss resolutions that have been brought 
forward from Councils and presented at Diocesan, Provincial and National Conventions.  For example, 

•! Resolution 2015.02 Ban Plastic Microbeads in Personal Care Products is one resolution that was 
submitted from Hamilton Diocese.  Plastic microbeads can be found in shower gels, toothpaste and 
facial scrubs, and effective July 1, 2018 will be banned in Canada 

•! Resolution 2010.01: Chrysotile Asbestos was a resolution that we hope will bring results in the near 
future.  The Healthy Canadians website stated in July 2015 that any amount of asbestos inhalation can 
lead to "cancer and other diseases."  There is always more in the news about this issue. 

•! Resolution 2015.03 Banning the Use of Neonicotinoid was another resolution submitted from a Council 
in Hamilton Diocese.  In November 2016 Health Canada proposed a ban of controversial neonicotinoid 
pesticide.  We only hope that the Federal government will listen and act. 
 

If you are not a member, please consider joining The Catholic Women’s League of Canada.  By doing so you 
will be: 

•! supporting the efforts of League members across Canada who are diligently working to promote the 
teachings of the Catholic church 

•! part of the largest National organization of Catholic women in Canada with a tradition of service to 
others as expressed in its motto “For God and Canada”. 
 

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada is an organization that contributes to the life and vitality of the 
church family and community, both at home and abroad.  While your presence at meetings is important, we 
realize that in this busy world it may not always be possible for you to attend.  Be assured that your interest and 
support is as important as your attendance! 
 
Included in your membership of $25.00 per year, is The Canadian League magazine which will keep you 
informed of League business and projects and in contact with other members across Canada. 

(OVER)  



COMING EVENTS IN 2017: 
 
65TH ANNIVERSARY: 
On Saturday, January 28, 2017 the 5:00 p.m. Mass will be celebrated for the intentions of all past and present 
members of The Catholic Women’s League.  This is the date that those thirty-seven women signed our charter 65 
years ago. 
 
GENERAL MEETING – TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14: 
Our next meeting happens to fall on Valentine’s Day.  What a great time to share our own Valentine Day memories.  
If you have any unique valentine cards and/or postcards from the past and would like to share, please bring them to 
the meeting and we will make some time for your stories.  
 
KITCHENER REGIONAL MEETING: 
The Kitchener Regional meeting is being hosted by us on Saturday, March 18, 2017.  It will begin at 9:00 a.m. with 
Mass and the meeting will follow.  We may have 80 women from the Kitchener region attending this meeting.  ALL 
members are welcome to attend.   
Your help is needed.  Please let me know if you can help with any of the following: 

•! at Mass (choir, Eucharistic Minister, Hospitality Minister, Lector, Commentator).   
•! We are also serving coffee, tea, juice and muffins/breads after Mass before the meeting begins.  Bakers and 

servers are needed. 
•! The members attending will be bringing a “brown bag” lunch, but we are providing beverages and again, 

servers are needed. 
 
WILLS & POWER OF ATTORNEY INFORMATION NIGHT: 
Last year we hosted an information evening on funeral planning and at that time we asked if an information evening 
on wills and power of attorney would be a good idea.  Those in attendance said “yes”, so we are planning an evening 
in late April.  Please watch your bulletin for final details. 
 
GARAGE SALE: 
Our garage sale will take place Friday, April 28 and Saturday, April 29.  Please remember us when you are doing 
your spring cleaning.  If you have any questions, please call Carol Kieswetter (669-5392). 
 
97th ANNUAL DIOCESAN CONVENTION: 
The convention will be held at the Crowne Plaza Kitchener-Waterloo, 105 King St E, Kitchener on Friday, May 26 
to Sunday, May 28, 2017.  The Opening Eucharist and Opening Ceremonies will be hosted by Blessed Sacrament 
Council in Kitchener.  The Saturday Liturgy will be at the hotel at 11:00 a.m.  The Closing Eucharist will be hosted 
by St. Anthony Daniel Council in Kitchener.  This is an election year and Installation of Officers will take place at 
this Mass and the Closing Banquet will follow at the hotel.  All members are welcome to attend the convention.  If 
you are interested in attending the convention, please let me know.  The entire information package for the 
convention will be arriving soon. 
 
MOTHER’S DAY TEA 
Our Annual Mother’s Day Tea will be held on Saturday, May 13, 2017.  We are hoping to make some changes in the 
organizing of this event by having a chairperson for each area.  Therefore we will be looking for someone to chair 
the following areas: 

•! Bake Table, Basket Table, Door Prize Table, Kitchen, Penny Table, Servers, Tea Pourers, Tea Room, and 
Special Draw Table 

Following last year’s Tea, a chart was compiled with instructions for each chairperson.  If you are willing to chair 
one of these areas, please let me know. 
 
JUNE POTLUCK  
The potluck will be held on Tuesday, June 13, 2017.  Mark your calendars and stay tuned for more information. 
 
Mary Jane Yaeger, President 
 (519-669-2963)  (mj.yaeger@confinequip.ca ) 


